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laughed disdainfully when I asked him whether he did
piri-mureedi. The prosperity of the shrine is based
upon its large estates, for which every year he pays
Rs.4,ooo in land revenue. As a landlord, he said that
he helped his tenants in all their necessities and
advanced them loans free of interest. Last November
he had advanced wheat seed which cost him over
Rs.6 a maund, and though he could not expect to get
more than Rs.4 a maund at harvest-time (when it would
be repaid) he would not demand more grain than he
had given. As he left he said: 'No doubt the people
are better off than they were, and much has been done
for them with banks and other things, but this much
he would respectfully represent (itna ar% hat} : in the old
days they were masters of all three Bars,1 but now they
are hemmed in by those who have been settled in the
country from other parts of the Punjab/ The old
inhabitant views the colonist as an interloper and a
supplanter, and when he first appeared, did his best to
drive him out by stealing his cattle.

[12 MILES]

January i$th. FARID MAHMUD to SHORKOT
When we started, yesterday's grey sky was greyer than
ever, and beneath it the world lay flat and desolate. The
first village we passed through was as desolate as the
world around it, for like the one visited yesterday
evening half its houses had been abandoned; yet,
because it was a colony village, it had eight or nine
shopkeepers. ' How they all make their living it is
impossible to imagine, but they said they managed it,
and no doubt money-lending plays its part in this.
Those of them, who came out to meet me with the mem-
bers of the bank said they had great difficulty in getting
back their dues, and the peasants round did not contra-
dict them.

1 The upland country, formerly waste, lying- between the Jhelum and the
Chenab, the Chenab and the Ravi, and the Ravi and the Sutlej.